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This edition was created by the 
Newspaper Club, which met on 
Fridays through the Fall and Winter.  
Each writer chose their own topic, 
and worked hard to create articles of 
interest for the P.S. 205 Community.  
Mrs. Radioli, Editor in Chief, guided 
reporters through the publication 
process. 
______________________________ 

Meet the Candidates 
Assembly 
By: Nicole Li 

This happens once a year and 
basically fifth grade classes choose 
the candidates for president, vice 
president, secretary, and treasurer. 
This is done through a run-off 
election in each fifth grade 
homeroom.  The candidate that has 
the most votes in their class,  are 
chosen to run in 
the main election. 

     The candidate that has the 
most Candidates then  create 
posters and hang them on the 
fourth and fifth floor for all voters 
to see. Then they get to go to the 
4th and 5th grade student 
government assembly and give a 
speech to convince voters to vote 
for them.  After the Assembly, the 
4th and 5th graders get to vote for 
one candidate in each category and 
5th grade student government 
assembly and give a speech to 
convince voters to vote for them. 

Candidates also create posters and 
hang them on the fourth and fifth 
floor for all voters to see. Then, 
the 4th and 5th graders get to vote 
for who they wanted to vote for 
depending on their speeches. At 
the end of the day the votes are 
counted and the winners are  
announced.   

 
Here are this year’s winners 
pictured with Ms. Mandel:  
President-Ricky Chen              
Vice President-Patrycja Poliwka 
Secretary-Ashley Chen 
Treasurer-Matthew Chen 
 

Interview with the Elected 
Officers 
 
How did you feel when it was 
announced that you won? Why? 
Ricky Chen- “I didn’t know at all that 
I would win, What I cared about the 
most is the sweet taste of victory so 
you can say I felt victory, why 
because my entire class exploded 
saying, ‘Yeah.’”                        
Patrycja Poliwka- ”When I heard my 
name I so confused but so happy I 
almost fell off my chair.” 

Ashley Chen- “I felt surprised and 
excited because didn’t think I would 
win.” 
Matthew Chen- “I felt so happy and 
surprised because I never expected to 
win and I expected Iason to.” 
 
What will you help the school? 
Ricky Chen- “I will at least try to 
change the school lunch, or any other 
ideas from my fellow students.” 
Patrycja Poliwka- “To help the school, 
I would like to create more fun days 
and I guess make everyone happy so 
the school is bully-free.” 
Ashley Chen- “I will try to add more 
fun events with the other members. I 
will also help everyone in the school 
that I could.” 
Matthew Chen- “I will put up bake 
sales to help the school make money 
and improve.” 
 
How will this help your future? 
Ricky Chen- “It will improve my 
leadership for middle to highschool.” 
Patrycja Poliwka- “This will help my 
future by being known as nice and 
will probably help me be a bit more 
responsible.” 
Ashley Chen- “In the future, I would 
get more experience if I wanted to run 
again. Also, in the future I would 
know what each position is like so I 
could run for that position.” 

Matthew Chen- ”This will help me 
in the future when I get a job so I 
know what to do along with having 
confidence.”   
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A Trip To The Genovese 
Environmental Study 
Center 
By: Lohlyn Huang   
The Environmental Study Center is 
located on Avenue T 
Brooklyn,NY. They are open 
Monday to Thursday from 8:00 am 
to 4:00 pm. They have Over 200 
living organisms, 4 learning labs. 
A biotechnology lab, an outdoor 
learning space with a pond habitat, 
urban garden and a greenhouse 
laboratory. At the center students 
get hands on environmental and 
STEM instructions that are age and 
grade appropriate. They have two 
unique learning labs one for plants 
(Flora) and one for animals 
(Fauna). 

 
 At the Environmental Study 
Center there was a Bald Python, 
Ricky. Ricky’s adaptations for 
defense are camouflage and 
slithering fast. Unlocking his jaw 
is an adaptation for getting food 
and it is also a special adaptation 
for snakes. Ricky’s adaptations are 
behavioral and physical. We got to  
touch the python and the skin felt 

soft not slimy and scaly.  
At the Environmental study center 
there are chickens in the yard 
where there are benches and 
tables. There is also an area where 
the plants are fenced in, so the 
chicken will not get in and eat all 
the fruits and vegetables. In the 
hallway of the Environmental 
study center there are cages of 
animals. For example, at the front 
desk next to it you’ll see a 
Chamaeleon. There are also snakes 
in their glass/plastic cages. 
 

Mexican Dance 
Assembly 
By Valeria Blanco 
In October, P.S. 205 was lucky 
enough to have a Mexican Dance 
Assembly.  I liked all the Mexican 
Folk Dances performed, especially 
the Zapatero. Zapatero is a dance 
performed in Mexico, in English it 
is called tap. It is performed during 
many festivals throughout the 
year.  
 
During the assembly, the dancers 
were dressed in traditional  
clothing.  The skirts the women 
were wearing are handmade.  
Bright colors are used and often 
more than one color is used 
throughout the outfit. The outfits 
are matched with white  

shoes that look like high heels but 
make tap sounds. In Mexico there 
is no metal on the bottom of the 
shoe. The shoes react with the floor 
to make the tapping sound. The 
shoe can be tapped anywhere like 
on concrete or on a stage.  
  
It is magical to watch the dancers 
on the stage. They  confuse the 
audience when they dance, because 
of the way the skirts flow in the air. 
Dancers use their hands move the 
skirts to the beat of the music.  
Props like candles and tambourines 
are also used.  Students at P.S. 205 
were very excited to watch the 
show. 
 
Riddles 
By Yahir Dominguez 
1. I have no wings but I can fly. I 
have no eyes but will cry.  What 
am I? 
 
2. What comes twice in a moment 
but never in 1,000 years? 
 
3. Give me food I will live. Give 
me water I will die. What am I? 
 
See last page for answers.  
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Red Pandas 
By: Jasmin Lin 
Habitat     
Did you know that red pandas live 
in China? Red pandas live in 
rainforests, mountains of Nepal, 
Burma, and central China. They 
spend most of their time in trees. 
During the day, they sleep a lot. 
But during the night, they are very 
active. So that means red pandas 
are nocturnal. 

 
Diet 
You guys probably already know 
that regular pandas only eat 
bamboo but red pandas eat other 
foods in addition to bamboo. Red 
pandas can eat   bamboo and other 
foods such as eggs, insects, birds 
and even small mammals. But they 
mostly stick to bamboo. Red 
pandas can eat up to 20 to 30 of 
their body weight a day!!!    

                                   
How Their Body Works   
Did you know that red pandas are 
unique? Well red pandas have a 
false thumb. (Basically it is an  
 

extended wrist bone). The false 
thumb develops over time to help 
them climb up trees and eat 
bamboo. They are also vegetarian 
carnivores. (Fun Fact: Red pandas 
were given the name “panda” first; 
roughly fifty years before the 
black and white variety.)   

 
How To Save Them     
To save a red panda you should 
first plant some bamboo. Next, 
you should NEVER cut down the 
bamboo, because it is their food. 
Then, you can give them a large 
enough habitat to live in. After 
that, you 
should 
NEVER 
EVER 
threaten 
them. 
You 
should also improve fire 
protection. Lastly, protect them 
from hunters and poachers.   
 

The History Of  
Basketball 
By: Benny Yang 
 
The Inventor 
Basketball was invented by James 
Naismith, who was a physical 
education teacher.  He invented it 
in 1891 as a less injury prone sport 
than football. The sport first 
became popular in American  

colleges, and then professionally in 
1946 when the NBA was formed. 
  
Basketball Uniforms 
Basketball uniforms have changed 
overtime.  In the beginning,  
people didn’t have a uniform so 
they wore street clothes. The first 
uniforms were sleeveless shirts and 
pants. Eventually, basketball 
players wore uniforms that look 
like tank-tops and shorts. Their 
uniform is made from breathable 
and stretchy fabric. The uniform 
makes them feel comfortable and 
it’s not warm. 
 
The Star Player 
Lebron James became a star player 
after skipping college. He led the 
Miami Heat to the NBA titles in 
2012 and 2013. Also, he won the 
championship with the Cleveland 
Cavaliers in 2016.  He now plays 
for the LA Lakers 
 
The current NBA season started on 
October 22, 2019 and will end on 
April 15, 2020. The playoffs will 
begin on April 18, 2020, and will 
end with the NBA Finals in June 
2020. 
 
Just before publication Kobe 
Bryant passed away.  He was a 
legendary player and a role model. 
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Spelling Bee 
By: Karla Anchahua                  
 

PS 205 participated in The Scripps 
Spelling Bee for the fourth year in 
a row. Only the top spellers from 
each fifth grade class can move 
onto the schoolwide spelling bee. 
During the spelling bee each 
speller is given a word and you 
have to spell it correctly. They 
may ask the announcer to put the 
word in a sentence or request for a 
definition but they can’t help on 
the spelling of the word.  
 
While some contestants were 
waiting for their turn, they felt 
worried and anxious. When the 
contestant got the answer wrong 
they have to go back to sit in the 
audience with their class. 
Contestants were upset when they 
spelled a word wrong, but the 
audience cheered for them. 
The top spellers advanced to the 
district spelling bee. They were: 
Adeline Laio, Joshua Sagalchik, 
Brian Tan. and Ivy Wu. Joshua 
was one of the top spellers in the 
district and will advance to the 
citywide spelling bee in March. 
  
 

Middle School 
By: Rebecca Cavallaro 
 

In the fall of fifth grade, students 
have to apply for a spot in middle 
school.  This can be stressful for 
both students and families. Each 
middle school has their own 
special things to offer, and 
different people are interested in 
different schools.  
 
Every year middle schools have 
open houses so that families can 
visit and learn what is different 
about each school. Mrs. Radioli 
always gives families the same 
advice, “Go and visit the schools 
you are interested in.  You will 
know which school would be best 
for your child once you are inside 
of the building.” This advice 
helped my family when my 
brother was getting ready to apply 
for middle school three years ago. 
I am so glad that my mom listened 
and visited McKinley, because that 
is where my brother was accepted 
to.  This is also where I hope to 
attend in the fall. 
 
Since I was a bit anxious about the 
middle school process, I was 
wondering how my peers were 
also feeling. On Wednesday, 
January 8th, classes 5-506 and 5-
510 took a survey about middle 
school, these were the questions: 
 

1.Are you excited or nervous for 
Middle School? 
a.) Excited    b.) Nervous   c.) both   
d) I don't really care 

 
2.Was it hard for you to fill out your 
Middle school Application 
a.) Yes b.) No  c.) My parents did it 
  
3.Do you think you'll like middle 
school? 
a.) Yes  b.) No  c.) Maybe 
 
The most common answer for 
question 1 was c) nervous. 
The most common answer for 
question 2 was c) No it wasn’t hard 
to complete the application. Finally 
the most common answer for 
question 3 was a.)Maybe I’ll like 
middle school.  
 
This tells me that my peers are 
excited about middle school, but 
also a bit anxious or worried. I 
know no matter what we will all 
end up where we are meant to be.  
I am sad about leaving P.S. 205, 
but I am happy to move forward 
and find somewhere else that 
makes me happy.  

 
Riddle Answers 
1. A Cloud 
2. The Letter M 
3. Fire

 
Dear Readers, 
     We hope that you enjoyed 
our first edition.  Let us know 
if you have any story ideas for 
the next issue. Look for our 
second edition in late March.                   
 
Sincerely, 
The P.S. 205  
Clarion News Staff 

 


